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Reinhart (1983) proposed that quantificational binding is subject to a
surface c-command condition. Her claim has been widely accepted
in the literature on the syntax-semantics interface. Barker (2012)
presented what he claimed to constitute systematic counterevidence
against the c-command requirement from English. It has been
argued, however, that the relevant data does not instantiate
quantificational binding but mere covariation, which does not require
c-command.

This talk will address assumed quantificational binding in a number
of constructions in German. Corpus data reveals potential
counterexamples similar to Barker’s for English. The status of the
examples as binding vs. covariation will be examined, among others
by inspecting the behavior of other phenomena deemed to be
subject to c-command, such as relative quantifier scope and
negative polarity.



