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Quotative	van



Quotative	van

• Colloquial speech
• Very common in spoken Dutch
• ~ English like, German so ‘thus’
• Quote may appear as direct or indirect speech
• Examples: Spoken Dutch Corpus (CGN)



Quotative	van

Definition
Quotative van-constructions involve the
QUOTATIVE PREPOSITION van, which is
followed by an optional hesitation marker
like eh ‘er’, an intonation break, and a
quote. [...] the quote can be declarative or
interrogative in nature.

(Broekhuis & Corver 2015:704) 
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Typology
Coppen & Foolen (2012)

1. Constructions in which the matrix clause contains a 
‘trigger’ of the quote

2. Constructions without a semantically rich verb
3. Constructions without a trigger
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The	analysis
Proposal I: Haeseryn et al. (1997)



The	analysis
Proposal I: Haeseryn et al. (1997)

Problems:
• Quotes also differ from direct objects, e.g. with respect to 

topicalisation
Compare John said: “I’m going” and “I’m going,” said John 

• Constructions with a direct object and a quote:
e.g. Hij zei iets van neem ‘t maar mee hoor

‘He said something like just take it with you’ 
• Sentences of type 2 and 3 



The	analysis
Proposal II: Vandelanotte & Davidse (2009)



General	structure	of
quotative	van	constructions

Prosodically, constructions with quotative van resemble 
loose appositions

• Brussels, the capital of Belgium, is beautiful.

• Hij zei iets van neem ‘t maar mee hoor.
‘He said something like just take it with you’
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Head-supplement

Van Eynde & Kim (2016) 



Head-supplement



Internal	structure	of
quotative	van	constructions

Function and position of quotative marker van?



Internal	structure	of
quotative	van	constructions

Head-functor

Van Eynde (2004)
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Conclusion
• Analysis of Dutch quotative van constructions

• Subtype of head-supplement

• Treat quoting clause as saturated (i.e. the van clause is 
never an internal argument of the selecting verb)

• Future work: polar van constructions
e.g. Ik dacht van wel ‘I thought so’



Thanks for your attention!


